Much Work
" You could tell me nothing that would give me so much pleasure,"
replied the Emperor, " and how about the army ? "
" As far as offensive warfare goes, no matter against what power/'
Lord Wellington answered, " the army is as good as ever it was; but
in questions of home policy it is worth nothing."
These answers [observed Talleyrand] . . . impressed the Emperor
more than he cared to show. . . .
It is not to the Emperor of Russia alone that the Duke of Wellington
eulogizes your Majesty [continues the French statesman], wherever he
goes he sings your praises not limiting himself to general terms, but
entering into details and citing facts. ... He admitted that everything
in France was not yet quite as one could wish, but he added that all
would come right in time.1
Lord Wellington's conduct touches, but does not surprise me [wrote
the French King in reply], he is a loyal man. . . .2
The Congress of Vienna was very similar to Peace Con-
ferences of the present day where, varied interests clash one
against the other, and fear of war rather than love of peace
lies beneath negotiations. Indeed, Castlereagh appeared to
think that the greatest achievement to which the Congress
could hope to aspire would be to stave off war.
You will perceive we make but little way here [he had written the
Duke of Wellington on December yth]; as yet I see no real spirit of
accommodation; perhaps it is too much to expect that this Congress
should differ so much from its predecessors. It unfortunately happens
that never at any former period was so much spoil thrown loose for the
world to scramble for.3
Into this choppy sea sailed the cheerful Wellington, full
of good feeling for all the world, and endowed with boundless
energy for work or play.
He had, however, but a short time to indulge in either at
Vienna, for in the month of March news arrived of Napoleon's
escape from Elba which altered the entire complexion of the
Conference. Private squabbles were now forgotten in the
1 Talleyrand, Memoirs, FoL III, p. 34.
s Supp. Despatches, VoL IX, p. 466.
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